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TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BILSTON 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  report  on  the  medical  inspection  of  school  children 
for  the  year  1925 — being  the  eighteenth  Annual  Report — is 
herewith  submitted.  This  report  is  prepared  in  accordance 
with  the  memorandum  of  the  Board  of  Education,  issued  on 
November  30th,  1925. 


Staff. 

The  staff  consists  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  (part 
time),  one  School  Nurse  and  one  girl  clerk  whose  duties  are 
divided  between  the  Education  Committee  and  the  Council. 
She  attends  daily  at  the  School  Clinic,  assists  in  the  clerical 
work  and  also  attends  at  the  Welfare  Centre 

Co-Ordination. 

(a)  Infant  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  in  the  same 
building  as  the  School  Clinic  at  23,  Wellington  Road. 

(b)  Nursery  Schools. 

There  are  no  schools  of  this  character  in  the  area,  nor  are 
any  arrangements  made  for  the  care  of  debilitated  children 
under  school  age. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  co-ordination  between  the  Public  Health  and 
School  Medical  Service  is  therefore  complete. 

School  Hygiene. 

Review*  of  the  hygenic  conditions  of  the  Schools  in  the 
area. 


St.  Luke’s  Schools. 

These  schools  are  not  of  modern  construction.  They 
consist  of  two  departments,  Senior  Mixed  and  Infants.  There 
are  several  defects  in  the  roof  and  spouting  which  should 
receive  attention. 
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Surroundings. 

The  Schools  are  surrounded  by  working  class  houses  and 
factories.  The  playground  is  too  small. 

Ventilation. 

Natural,  hopper  windows,  Sheringham  valves  and  Boy  es 
extractors  in  roof.  Satisfactory. 

Warming. 

Open  fireplaces  and  closed  stoves.  Satisfactory.  The 
general  equipment  is  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  conveniences  and  lavatories. 

The  Sanitary  conveniences  consist  of  trough  water  closets 
with  separate  apartments,  and  urinal  accommodation.  The 
closets  are  flushed  by  means  of  an  automatic  tank,  and  the 
walls  of  the  urinal  cleansed  by  hand  flushing.  At  the  time  of 
inspection  the  walls  of  the  urinal  were  foul.  The  trough  water 
closets  should  be  replaced  by  water  closets  of  the  pedestal 
type. 

Water  supply. 

Derived  from  the  mains  direct. 

Washing. 

Enamelled  iron  basins  complete  with  taps  are  provided 
in  each  cloakroom.  Sufficient. 

Drinking. 

Water  for  this  purpose  is  obtained  from  the  taps  in  the 
cloakrooms. 

Cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms. 

The  walls  and  ceilings  throughout  this  school  are  dirty 
and  should  be  cleansed.  The  general  condition  of  cleanliness 
with  regard  to  floors,  furniture  and  fittings  at  the  time  of 
inspection  was  satisfactory. 

Arrangements  for  drying  of  children’s  clothes  and  boots. 

No  arrangements  for  drying  children’s  clothes  and  boots 
are  made  and  the  cloakrooms  are  not  heated. 

Warming,  service  and  supervision  of  meals. 

No  meals  are  supplied  and  therefore,  no  arrangements 
are  required. 


Stonefield  Council  Schools. 


These  schools  are  of  modern  construction  and  contain 
three  departments,  Girls,  Boys  and  Infants. 

Surroundings. 

Open.  Satisfactory. 

Ventilation. 

Natural.  Hopper  windows,  wall  inlets  and  roof  ex- 
tractors. Satisfactory. 

Lighting. 

Natural  lighting.  Satisfactory.  Artificial  light  provided 
by  electricity.  Satisfactory. 

Warming. 

Hot  water,  low  pressure.  Satisfactory. 

Equipment  and  sanitation. 

Satisfactory. 

Sanitary  conveniences  and  lavatories. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  consist  of  pedestal  water 
closets  in  separate  apartments,  and  urinal  accommodation. 
Sufficient.  The  water  closets  are  flushed  by  means  of  tanks 
operated  by  the  caretaker.  Satisfactory. 

Water  supply. 

Washing. 

Earthenware  basins  complete  wdth  taps  are  provided 
in  each  cloakroom.  Sufficient. 

Drinking. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  taps  in  the  cloakrooms. 

Cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms. 

At  the  time  of  inspection  the  general  conditions  with 
regard  to  cleanliness  were  satisfactory  but  the  windows  were 
dirty.  This  has  been  reported  upon  on  previous  occasions  and 
should  receive  attention. 

Arrangements  for  drying  of  children’s  clothes  and  boots. 

No  special  arrangements  exist  but  the  cloakrooms  are 
heated. 

Warming,  service  and  supervision  of  meals. 

None  supplied  and  therefore  no  arrangements  required. 
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Fraser  Street  Council  Schools. 

These  schools  are  of  modern  construction,  consisting  of 
four  separate  blocks,  one  block  being  used  as  a Boys  Central 
School,  one  as  a Boys’  School,  one  as  a Girls’  School  and 
the  fourth  as  an  Infants’  School. 

Surroundings. 

Open.  Satisfactory. 

Ventilation. 

Natural,  hopper  windows,  Sheringham  valves  and  roof 
extractors.  Satisfactory. 

Lighting. 

Natural  lighting.  Satisfactory.  Artificial  light  provided 
by  gas  burners.  Not  satisfactory.  In  last  years’  report  it 
was  recommended  that  the  defective  flexible  tubes  should  be 
replaced  by  ordinary  gas  tubing.  In  some  classrooms  this 
has  been  done  but  not  in  others.  The  provision  of  electric 
light  in  place  of  gas  would  be  an  improvement. 

Warming. 

Hot  water,  low  pressure.  Sufficient  heat  is  not  always 
obtained  in  the  Boys’  Department  but  the  remaining  depart- 
ments appear  to  be  satisfactory. 

Equipment  and  sanitation. 

Satisfactory. 

Sanitary  conveniences  and  lavatories. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  consist  of  pedestal  water 
closets  in  separate  apartments  and  urinal  accomodation. 
These  are  flushed  by  tanks  operated  by  the  caretaker.  At 
the  time  of  inspection  the  floors  of  the  closet  apartments  were 
not  clean  and  more  attention  should  be  given  to  these. 

Water  supply. 

Washing. 

Glazed  earthenware  basins  complete  with  taps  are 
provided  in  each  cloakroom.  These  are  sufficient  but  at 
the  time  of  inspection  were  not  clean.  They  should 
receive  more  constant  attention  from  the  caretaker. 

Drinking. 

Water  for  this  purpose  is  obtained  from  taps  in  the 
cloakroom. 
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Cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms. 

At  the  time  of  inspection  the  schoolrooms  were  not  clean, 
the  floors  require  to  be  scrubbed  more  frequently  and  greater 
care  should  be  given  to  dusting  of  furniture  and  fittings  and 
the  cleaning  of  windows. 

Arrangements  for  drying  of  children’s  clothes  and  boots. 

No  special  arrangements  are  made  but  the  cloakroom  are 
heated. 

Warming,  service  and  supervision  of  meals. 

No  children  remain  for  meals  in  the  Mixed  or  Infants’ 
departments  but  a varying  number  of  boys  stay  dinner  at  the 
Central  School.  No  arrangements  exist  for  the  warming  or 
service  of  meals  but  two  classrooms  are  used.  These  are  under 
the  supervision  of  a master  in  each  room. 

Playgrounds. 

The  playgrounds  have  been  repaired  but  are  worn  in 
places  and  the  conditions  in  the  boys’  department  are  bad. 
At  the  time  of  inspection  the  surface  of  the  playground  was 
dirty  and  untidy. 

In  the  report  of  1920  it  was  suggested  that  the  classrooms 
containing  galleries  should  be  altered  to  prevent  dirt  lodging 
between  the  hot  water  pipes  and  the  gallery  steps.  This 
improvement  has  not  yet  been  carried  out  in  the  Infant 
Department  and  at  the  time  of  inspection  there  was  a consid- 
erable accumulation  of  dust  and  dirt  between  the  hot  water 
pipes  and  the  gallery  steps.  It  is  impossible  for  this  to  be 
removed  by  the  caretaker  and  the  matter  should  receive 
immediate  attention. 

The  walls  of  all  departments  are  dirty  and  should  be 
cleansed  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  The  general  stan- 
dard of  cleanliness  throughout  the  school  and  the  conditions 
of  the  conveniences  and  playground  at  the  time  of  inspection 
was  unsatisfactory. 

These  matters  should  receive  immediate  attention  and 
the  work  of  the  caretaker  more  thoroughly  and  constantly 
supervised. 


St.  Leonard’s  Schools. 

This  building  is  not  of  modern  construction.  It  contains 
one  department,  Senior  Mixed. 
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Surroundings. 

The  schools  are  surrounded  by  buildings  of  working  class 
character. 

Ventilation. 

Natural,  hopper  windows  and  ordinary  windows,  and 
openings  in  roof.  Satisfactory. 

Lighting. 

Natural.  Satisfactory.  Artificial  incandescent  gas.  Satis- 
factory. 

Warming. 

Hot  water,  low  pressure.  Satisfactory.  The  equipment 
is  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  conveniences  and  lavatories. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  consist  of  trough  water  closets 
in  separate  apartments.  These  are  automatically  flushed.  At 
the  time  of  inspection  the  walls  of  the  urinal,  the  floors  of 
the  apartments  and  the  interior  of  the  troughs,  were  unclean 
and  offensive.  The  roofs  of  the  closet  apartments  are  defect- 
ive and  should  be  repaired.  The  trough  closets  should  be 
replaced  by  water  closets  of  the  pedestal  type. 

Water  supply. 

Washing. 

Three  enamelled  iron  lavatory  basins  complete  with 
taps  are  provided  in  each  cloakroom.  Sufficient. 

Drinking. 

Water  for  this'  purpose  is  obtained  from  taps  in  the 

yard. 

Cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms. 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  this  school  are  dirty  and  require 
to  be  cleansed.  The  conditions  of  cleanliness  with  regard  to 
furniture  and  fittings  at  the  time  of  inspection  were  satis- 
factory. 

Arrangements  for  drying  of  children’s  clothes  and  boots. 

No  arrangements  exist  but  the  cloakrooms  are  heated. 
Warming,  service  and  supervision  of  meals. 

No  arrangements  are  required  under  present  conditions. 

The  surface  of  the  playground  is  broken  and  very  dangerous 
and  should  receive  immediate  attention. 
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St.  Saviour’s  Schools. 

This  building  is  not  of  modern  construction  and  consists 
of  two  departments,  Senior  Mixed  and  Infants. 

Surroundings. 

Open. 

Ventilation. 

Natural,  hopper  windows  and  openings  in  roof. 

Lighting. 

Natural.  Lighting  is  satisfactory.  Artificial,  provided 
by  incandescant  gas.  Fairly  satisfactory. 

Warming. 

Open  fireplace,  hot  water,  low  pressure  and  gas  radiators. 
Satisfactory.  Equipment  also  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  conveniences  and  lavatories. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  consist  of  trough  water  closets 
in  separate  apartments  and  urinal  accommodation.  At  the  time 
of  inspection  the  interior  of  the  troughs,  the  floors  of  the 
apartments  and  the  walls  of  the  boys’  urinal  were  unclean 
and  offensive.  The  trough  water  closets  should  be  replaced 
by  water  closets  of  the  pedestal  type. 

Water  supply. 

Washing. 

Earthenware  basins  complete  with  taps  are  provided 
in  each  cloakroom.  Sufficient. 

Drinking. 

Water  for  this  purpose  is  obtained  from  the  taps  in 
the  cloakroom. 

Cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms. 

At  the  time  of  inspection  the  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms 
were  not  in  a clean  condition  and  more  constant  attention  to 
the  dusting  of  the  furniture  and  fittings,  by  the  caretaker  is 
required. 

Arrangements  for  drying  of  children’s  clothes  and  boots. 

No  special  arrangements  exist  and  the  cloakrooms  are  not 
heated. 
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Warming,  service  and  supervision  of  meals. 

No  arrangements  are  required  at  present. 

Ettingshall  Council  Schools. 

These  buildings  are  constructed  of  wood  and  iron.  They 
consist  of  two  blocks,  one  occupied  as  a Senior  Mixed  Depart- 
ment and  the  other  as  an  Infant  Department. 

Surroundings. 

Open. 

Ventilation. 

Hopper  windows,  Tobin  tubes  and  Boyles  extractors  in 

roof. 

Lighting. 

Natural.  Satisfactory.  Artificial,  incandescent  gas. 
Fairly  satisfactory. 

Warming. 

Hot  water,  low  pressure.  Satisfactory. 

Equipment  and  sanitation. 

Satisfactory. 

Sanitary  conveniences  and  lavatories. 

Pedestal  water  closets  in  separate  apartments  and  urinal 
accommodation.  These  are  flushed  by  tanks  operated  by  the 
caretaker. 

Water  supply. 

Washing. 

Two  enamelled  iron  basins  are  provided  in  each 
cloakroom. 

Drinking. 

Water  for  this  purpose  is  obtained  from  taps  in  the 
cloakroom. 

Cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms. 

At  the  time  of  inspection,  schoolroqms  and  cloakrooms  were 
in  a clean  condition. 

Arrangements  for  drying  of  children’s  clothes  and  boots. 

No  arrangements  exist  but  the  cloakrooms  are  heated. 
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Warming,  service  and  supervision  of  meals. 

No  arrangements  necessary. 

St.  Edward’s  School. 

These  schools  are  not  of  modern  construction.  They  are 
used  as  an  Infant  Department. 

Surroundings. 

Open. 

Ventilation. 

Natural,  hopper  windows.  Tobin  tubes  and  openings 
in  roof.  Satisfactory. 

Lighting. 

Natural.  Satisfactory.  Artificial  Incandescent  gas. 
Satisfactory. 

Warming. 

Closed  stoves,  open  fireplaces.  Satisfactory.  The  equip- 
ment is  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  conveniences  and  lavatories. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  consist  of  trough  water  closets 
divided  into  separate  apartments,  and  urinal  accommodation 
The  water  closets  are  automatically  flushed.  At  the  time  of 
inspection  the  walls  of  the  urinal,  the  floors  of  the  apartments 
and  the  interior  of  the  troughs  were  dirty  and  offensive.  The 
trough  closets  should  be  replaced  by  water  closets  of  the 
pedestal  type. 

Water  supply. 

Washing. 

Three  enamelled  iron  basins  complete  with  taps  are 
provided  in  each  cloakroom.  Satisfactory. 

Drinking. 

Water  for  this  purpose  is  obtained  from  a tap  in  the 
yard. 

Cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms. 

At  the  time  of  inspection  the  conditions  with  regard  to 
cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  and  the  cloakrooms  were  satis- 
factory. The  cloakroom  accommodation  is  insufficient  and  does 
not  allow  for  the  clothes  to  be  hung  in  a proper  manner. 
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Arrangements  for  drying  of  children’s  clothes  and  boots. 

No  arrangements  exist  and  the  cloakrooms  are  not  heated. 

Warming,  service  and  supervision  of  meals. 

No  arrangements  necessary  under  present  conditions. 

St.  Martin’s  Schools. 

These  buildings  are  not  of  modern  construction.  They 
contain  two  departments,  Senior  Mixed  and  Infants  and  are 
overcrowded. 

Surroundings. 

Open. 

Ventilation. 

Natural,  hopper  windows  and  Boyles  extractors  in  roof. 
Satisfactory. 

Warming. 

Hot  water,  low  pressure,  closed  stoves  and  open  fireplaces 
Satisfactory. 

Lighting. 

Natural  lighting.  Satisfactory.  Artificial  incandescant 
gas.  Fairly  satisfactory.  The  equipment  is  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  conveniences  and  lavatories. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  consist  of  trough  water  closets 
divided  into  separate  apartments  and  urinal  accommodation 
The  water  closets  are  automatically  flushed.  At  the  time  of 
inspection  the  interior  of  the  troughs,  the  floors  of  the  apart- 
ments and  walls  of  urinals  were  dirty.  The  trough  closets 
should  be  replaced  by  water  closets  of  the  pedestal  type. 

Water  supply. 

Washing. 

Two  enamelled  iron  lavatory  basins,  complete  with 
taps,  are  provided  in  each  cloakroom.  Sufficient. 

Drinking. 

Water  is  obtained  from  taps  in  the  cloakrooms. 

Cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms. 

At  the  time  of  inspection  the  conditions  with  regard  to 
cleanliness  in  the  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms  were  satis- 
factory. 
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Arrangements  for  drying  of  children’s  clothes  and  boots. 

No  arrangements,  cloakrooms  are  not  heated. 

Warming,  service  and  supervision  of  meals. 

No  arrangements  necessary. 

Holy  Trinity  Schools  (Mixed  Department). 

These  schools  are  of  modern  construction. 

Surroundings. 

Open. 

Ventilation. 

Natural,  hopper  windows  and  Boyles  extractors  in  roof. 

Lighting. 

Natural.  Satisfactory.  Artificial,  electric  light.  Satis- 
factory. 

Warming. 

Hot  w'ater,  low  pressure.  Satisfactory. 

Equipment  and  sanitation. 

Satisfactory. 

Sanitary  conveniences  and  lavatories. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  consists  of  pedestal  water 
closets  in  separate  apartments  and  urinal  accomodation.  These 
are  automatically  flushed.  Satisfactory.  At  the  time  of  inspec- 
tion the  interior  of  the  water  closets  and  the  walls  of  the  urinal 
were  not  in  a clean  condition. 

Water  supply. 

Washing. 

Glazed  earthenware  basins,  complete  with  taps,  are 
provided  in  each  cloakroom.  Sufficient. 

Drinking. 

Water  for  drinking  purposes  is  obtained  from  the 
taps  in  the  cloakroom. 

Cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms. 

At  the  time  of  inspection  the  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms 
were  in  a clean  condition. 
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Arrangements  for  drying  of  children’s  clothes  and  boots. 

No  special  arrangements  exist  but  the  cloakrooms  are 
heated. 

Warming,  service  and  supervision  of  meals. 

No  arrangements  exist. 

Holy  Trinity  Schools  (Infant  Department). 

These  schools  are  not  of  modern  construction. 

Surroundings. 

These  schools  are  surrounded  by  buildings  of  working 
class  character. 

Ventilation. 

Natural,  hopper  windows  and  Boyles  extractors  in  roof. 

Lighting. 

Natural.  Satisfactory.  Artificial,  provided  by  incan- 
descent gas.  Fairly  satisfactory. 

Warming. 

Hot  water,  low  pressure.  Satisfactory. 

Equipment  and  sanitation. 

Equipment  satisfactory.  Sanitation,  see  below. 

Sanitary  conveniences  and  lavatories. 

Trough  water  closets  divided  in  six  separate  departments, 
and  urinal  accommodation.  In  the  report  for  1919  it  was 
suggested  that  the  use  of  two  water  closets  should  be  reserved 
for  the  use  of  the  boys  and  that  the  entrance  should  be  made 
separate  from  that  of  the  girls’  sanitary  conveniences.  This 
has  not  yet  been  done.  It  should  be  arranged  without  further 
delay.  The  trough  closets  should  be  replaced  by  water  closets 
of  the  pedestal  type. 

Water  supply. 

Washing. 

Earthenware  basins  complete  with  taps  are  provided 
in  a separate  room  for  this  purpose. 

Drinking. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  taps  over  the  washbasins. 


13 


Cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms. 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  “this  school  require  cleansing. 
The  general  condition  of  cleanliness  with  regard  to  the  floors 
and  fittings  at  the  time  of  inspection  was  satisfactory. 

Arrangements  for  drying  of  children’s  clothes  and  boots. 

No  arrangements  exist  and  the  cloakrooms  are  not  heated. 

Warming,  service  and  supervision  of  meals. 

No  arrangements  have  deen  considered  necessary. 


Medical  Inspection, 

Age  groups  of  children  inspected. 

The  ages  at  which  children  are  examined  are  entrants, 
(children  of  5 years  of  age),  intermediates,  (children  of  8 years 
of  age),  and  leavers,  (children  of  12  years  of  age).  During 
the  year  102  visits,  in  additioin  to  casual  visits,  were  made  to 
the  various  departments  for  the  purpose  of  medical  inspection. 
The  number  of  examinations  made  was  1892,  comprising  697 
entrants,  527  intermediates,  656  leavers,  2 specials  and  10 
re-examinations.  The  total  number  of  individual  children  was 
1882,  998  males  and  884  females. 

The  Board’s  schedule  of  Medical  Inspection  has  been 
followed  as  in  previous  years. 


Findings  at  Medical  Inspection. 


The  following  are  the  defects  found  during 

inspection,  in 

percentages  of  the  children  examined. 

(a)  Dirty  Heads 

121  or 

6.43 

per 

cent 

Dirtv  Bodies 

149  „ 

7.92 

7 7 

77 

(b)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

Enlarged  Tonsils  

132  „ 

7.55 

Adenoids  

14  „ 

.74 

77 

77 

(c)  Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

6 ., 

.32 

77 

77 

Non-Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

1 „ 

.05 

79 

(d)  Skin  Disease 

1 „ 

.05 

77 

77 

(e)  External  Eve  Disease 

2 „ 

.11 

77 

(f)  Defective  Vision 

115  „ 

6.11 

77 

77 

(g)  Ear  Disease  and  Hearing 

8 „ 

.43 

,, 

77 
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(h)  Dental  Defects 

Less  than  4 teeth  decayed  518  or  30.87  per  dent 

4 or  more  decayed  — 947  „ 50.32  „ „ 

(i)  Crippling  Defects  .......  2 „ .11  „ „ 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  absence  of  children  from  school  due  to  infectious 
disease,  or  suspected  infection,  is  reported  to  me  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Enquiries  are  made  into  these  cases,  when 
required  by  the  School  Nurse  and  the  children  are  excluded 
or  other  necessary  action  taken. 

Following  Up. 

When  no  attempt  is  made  to  remedy  the  defects  dis- 
covered at  Medical  Inspection,  the  School  Nurse,  wherever 
possible,  visits  the  parents  to  find  out  the  reason  for  delay 
and  endeavours  to  overcome  any  predjudice  found  to  exist. 
The  homes  too,  of  children  with  dirty  or  verminous  heads  or 
bodies,  are  visited  by  the  School  Nurse. 

Medical  Treatment. 

The  methods  employed  or  available  for  the  treatment  of 
defects. 

Minor  Ailments. 

The  total  number  of  defects  treated  at  the  School  Clinic 
was  1214  and  the  total  attendances  of  children  5743. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

No  special  arrangements  are  provided  by  the  Education 
Committee  for  the  treatment  of  these  cases.  Notices  are  sent 
to  the  parents  requesting  them  to  secure  the  necessary 
treatment  by  their  own  doctor  or  at  the  hospital. 

Tuberculosis. 

Cases  of  tuberculosis  are  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary,  Wolverhampton  which  is  under  the  control  of  the 
South  Staffordshire  Con-joint  Tuberculosis  Board. 

Skin  Disease. 

Cases  of  skin  disease  are  dealt  with  by  the  Nurse  at  the 
School  Clinic  as  far  as  possible. 

External  Eye  Disease  and  cases  of  Defective  Vision. 

These  cases  are  referred  to  the  Defective  Vision  Clinic. 
The  Details  for  the  year  are  given  by  Dr.  Haycraft  in  the 
following  report. 
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Ophthalmic  Surgeon’s  Report. 

The  cases  examined  at  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic  during  the 


year  1925  were  as  follows  * — 

Opacities  of  the  cornea  ......  ......  2 

Paralysis  of  oculomotor  nerve  . — 1 

Cataract  ......  2 

Errors  of  Refraction : 

(a)  Hvpermetropia  11 

(b)  Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  ......  61 

(c)  Myopia  9 

(d)  Myopic  Astigmatism  19 

(e)  Mixed  Astigmatism  . 10 

(f)  Squint  ......  21 

No  appreciable  defect  ......  2 

Total 13S 


All  except  5 of  the  refractive  errors  were  prescribed  glasses. 


Ear  Disease  and  Hearing. 

Children  suffering  from  these  conditions  are  treated  as  far 
as  possible  at  the  School  Clinic.  Severe  cases  are  referred  to 
the  Hospital. 

Dental  Defects. 

There  is  no  scheme  for  dental  treatment  here.  The  need 
for  this  is  most  urgent  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  one  half 
of  the  children  examined  had  four  or  more  teeth  decayed. 

Crippling  Defects  and  Orthopaedics 

No  arrangements  exist  for  these  cases  but  endeavours 
are  made  to  secure  treatment  where  possible. 


School  Clinic. 

The  School  Clinic  at  23,  Wellington  Road  continues  to  be 
of  great  advantage  in  dealing  with  minor  ailments.  It  is  well 
arranged  but  the  waiting  room  is  much  too  small.  The  work 
of  the  School  Nurse  continues  to  be  of  the  highest  value. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  children  suffering  from  various  defects,  in 
cases  children  suffer  from  more  than  one  defect. 

Entrants.  Intermediates  Leavers  Specials  Totals 
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The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  work  done  at 
the  Clinic  during  1925. 


Cause  of 
attendance 

Cases 

>,'0  of 
attend 
ances 

Reiv’d 

or 

Cured, 

Still 
on  the 
books 

Boys 

Ophthalmia 

68 

738 

64 

4 

Girls 

>»  ••• 

79 

fc6i 

77 

2 

Boys 

Abscess  Eyelids 

21 

3« 

21 

Girls 

t * • * 

20 

60 

20 

Boys 

Otorrhoea  

22 

75 

16 

6 

Girls 

» • • • 

9 

5o 

7 

2 

Bo)  s 

Ringworm  Head 

22 

209 

>9 

3 

Girls 

12 

107 

IO 

2 

Boys 

.,  Body 

*9 

170 

•9 

Girls 

f * **  * * * 

Eczema  & Scabies  ... 

]9 

93 

19 

Boys 

6 

40 

b 

Girls 

n M ••  • 

12 

95 

12 

Boys 

Impet’go  

i 2 

54 

1 2 

Girls 

,«  ••  • 

IO 

3o 

IO 

Boys 

Miscellaneous 

497 

2039 

490 

7 

Girls 

»• 

386 

1091 

381 

5 

Total 

1214 

5743 

1 183 

3l 

The  details  of  the  Nurse’s  work  in  connection  with  unclean 
conditions  among  school  children  will  be  seen  in  Group  IV. 
of  Table  IV.  Page  32. 

In  addition  the  Nurse  made  842  visits  to  homes,  340  in 
regard  to  neglect  of  clothing  and  uncleanliness  and  502  in 
cases  of  suspected  infectious  diseases. 

In  face  of  this  record  the  need  of  a second  nurse  is  obvious 
and  indeed  extremely  urgent.  Not  only  has  the  general  work 
increased  very  largely,  but  the  school  population  has  grown 
and  is  still  growing,  with  the  extension  of  building  schemes. 
Much  time  is  required  also  in  dealing  with  dull  and  backward 
children  and  the  work  indeed  is  now  far  beyond  the  powers 
of  any  one  woman. 


Open-air  Education. 

No  special  facilities  for  open  air  education  are  provided 
in  this  area.  There  are  no  playground  classes  or  open  air 
classrooms  in  the  schools,  nor  any  open  air  schools. 

A school  camp  on  land  near  the  Council’s  water  works 
at  the  Bratch  has  been  secured.  It  is  expected  that  the  camp 
will  be  ready  about  the  middle  of  May  to  receive  parties  of 
30  children.  As  soon  as  funds  are  available  it  is  intended  to 
erect  a second  hut  to  accommodate  a further  30  children. 
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Physical  Training. 

No  scheme  for  physical  training  in  the  schools  exists 
here,  other  than  the  ordinary  drill  with  games  given  by  the 
teachers. 


Provision  of  meals. 

There  has  been  no  necessity  for  meals  to  be  provided 
under  Sections  82,  86  of  the  Education  Act  at  any  schools. 

School  Baths. 

Baths  are  not  provided  at  any  school  but  arrangements 
are  made  for  the  attendance  of  senior  scholars  at  the  public 
Swimming  Baths  on  certain  days  in  the  week  when  instruc- 
tion in  swimming  is  given  by  a qualified  instructor. 

Five  half  days  are  set  aside  each  week  for  this  purpose 
and  the  number  of  attendances  of  children  during  the  last  year 
was  9,364. 


Co-operation  of  parents. 

Parents  are  notified  of  the  date  and  time  when  their 
child  will  be  examined  by  the  School  Medical  Officer.  The 
number  of  parents  attending  examinations  during  the  year 
was  708  or  37  per  cent. 

Co-operation  of  Teachers. 

The  teachers  also  take  a general  interest  in  the  work  of 
Medical  Inspection  and  some  of  them  encourage  parents  to 
secure  the  treatment  advised  for  their  children. 

Co-operation  of  School  Attendance  Officer. 

No  steps  are  taken  to  co-ordinate  the  work  of  the  School 
Medical  Service  with  that  of  the  School  Attendance  Depart- 
ment. The  School  Attendance  Officer  is  not  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

No  voluntary  bodies  co-operate  in  the  work  of  Medical 
School  Inspection  and  treatment.  Cases  of  continued  neglect 
of  children  by  parents  are  referred  to  the  local  branch  of  the 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  and  Court 
proceedings  are  resorted  to  only  when  other  means  fail  to 
secure  improvement. 
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Blind,  Deaf,  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children, 

The  children  in  special  schools  are  eight  in  number,  viz., 
two  blind  girls,  one  deaf  boy,  one  crippled  girl  and  four  (one 
boy  and  three  girls),  mentally  defective. 

Statement  of  the  arrangements  made  for  the  supervision  of 
mentally  defective  children  not  in  Special  Schools. 

These  are  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Stafford- 
shire Association  for  Mental  Welfare.  The  Association  sub- 
mitted a scheme  of  work  to  the  Committee  which  was 
accepted,  and  the  work  was  commenced  in  March  1925.  The 
Association  agreed  : — 

(1)  To  visit  and  report  on  the  home  conditions,  the 
methods  of  control,  and  the  general  care  displayed  of 
defective  or  apparently  defective  children  between  the 
ages  of  7 and  16  years  and  to  forward  preliminary 
reports  to  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

(2)  To  visit,  and  report  generally  on  all  children  who 
would  be  at  school  if  there  were  any  Special  Schools 
near  their  homes.  To  supervise,  and  give  advice  to 
parents  as  to  the  care  and  training  of  feeble  minded 
children  who  are  excluded  from  the  ordinary  elemen- 
tary schools. 

(3)  To  visit  young  children  under  7 years  of  age  believed 
to  be  defective,  and  advise  the  parents  as  to  any 
special  training  required. 

(4)  To  supervise  all  educable  feeble  minded  children  and 
report  where  home  conditions  or  other  circumstances 
make  it  desirable,  on  any  child  who  should  be  notified 
to  the  Mental  Deficiency  Committee  for  guardianship 
or  supervision. 

(5)  To  find  vacancies  in  Residential  Institutions  or 
special  schools  when  required. 

Prior  to  1925  about  15  children  in  the  area,  who  were 
thought  to  be  defective,  had  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Assoc- 
iation. The  majority  of  these  were  not  attending  schools  and 
one  had  been  notified  to  the  County  Council  and  placed  in 
a certified  institution.  Since  March  1925,  43  new  cases  have 
been  visited  and  90  visits  have  been  paid.  Thirty-eight 
preliminary  reports  on  the  home  circumstances  and  the  early 
history  of  children  thought  to  be  mentally  defective,  have 
been  forwarded  by  the  Association.  In  thirteen  of  these  the 
children  appeared  to  be  imbecile  and  notifiable  to  the  County 
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Council  and  twenty-five  mentally  defective  who  would  benefit 
from  special  school  training.  Three  children  have  been 
notified  to  the  County  Mental  Deficiency  Committee  during 
the  year  and  one  as  a “special  circumstances”  case  with  the 
permission  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  the  other  two  as 
imbecile.  Of  these,  one  has  been  placed  in  a certified  institu- 
tion by  the  County  Council,  one  girl  has  been  placed  under 
the  statutory  supervision  of  the  Association,  and  one  child 
has  subsequently  been  sent  by  Poor  Law  Guardians  to  a 
Mental  Hospital.  One  other  child,  previously  notified  to  the 
County  Council  was  placed  in  a certified  institution  during 
the  year. 

Of  the  thirty-eight  cases  referred  to  above,  ten  have 
already  been  examined  and  certified  by  me  (two  as  imbeciles 
and  eight  as  feeble  minded)  as  requiring  institutional  treat- 
ment. 

Without  the  assistance  of  this  Association  these  cases 
could  neither  be  investigated  nor  supervised  as  there  is  no 
staff  for  the  purpose.  It  is  therefore,  of  the  highest  import- 
ance that  the  present  agreement  with  the  Association  should 
be  continued,  and,  if  necessary  extended. 


Nursery  Schools. 

There  are  no  nursery  schools  in  this  area  and  only  one 
Secondary  School — the  Girls  High  School — which  is,  of  course 
under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Staffordshire  Education 

Committee. 
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Return  showing  number  of  Subnormal  (Dull  or  Backward) 
and  Abnormal  (Stammering,  Shortsighted,  &c)  Children. 


School. 

Department 

Subnormal 

Abnormal 

Stonefield  

Boys  

6 

1 

Girls  

— 

Infants  

1 

Fraser  Street 

Boys  

3 

Girls  

5 

St.  Martin’s  

Infants  

— 

Mixed  

2 

Ettingshall  Council 

Infants  

— 

Mixed  

3 

St.  Saviour’s  

Infants  

— 

Mixed  

2 

. 

Infants  

— 

St.  Leonard’s  

Senior  Mixed 

1 

1 

St.  Edward’s  

J.  and  I 

2 

St.  Luke’s  

Mixed  

— 

Holy  Trinity  

Infants  

1 

Mixed  

3 

ff  

Infants  

1 

1 

Central  

Not  admitted  to 

school. 

Boys  _.... 

8 

Total  

38 

3 

Summary  of  children  not  in  school. 


Town 

New 

High 

Etting- 

Bradley 

Totals 

Hall. 

Town 

Town. 

shall. 

Consumption 
Mentally  Defective 

i 

2 

2 

i 

6 

Cripples  ... 

Deiicate  ... 

i 

i 

2 

Paralysis 

i 

I 

Fits 

Heart  Trouble  ... 

i 

1 

Amending  Hospital 

i 

i 

2 

Total 

2 

2 

A 

2 

2 

12 
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TABLE  1. 

Number  of  Children  Inspected — 1st  Jan.  1925  to  31st  Dec. 1925. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspection. 


Entrants, 

Intermediates, 

Leavers, 

Grand 

aged  5. 

aged  8. 

aged  12 

Total. 

Boys 

375 

246 

377 

998 

Girls 

322 

281 

279 

882 

Total.  — 

697 

527 

656 

1880 

B. — Special  Inspections. 


Special  Cases. 

Re-examinations  (i.e. 
No  of  Ch.ldren  Re- 
examined. 

Boys  

— 

7 

Girls 

2 

[ 

3 

Totals 

2 

10 

C. — Total  No.  of  Individual  Children  inspected  by  the  Medical 
Officer,  whether  as  Routine  or  Special  Cases  (no  Child 
being  counted  more  than  once  in  the  year). 


No.  of  Individual  Children  Inspected. 


1882 


TABLE  III.— Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  In  the  Area 
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TABLE  II.  A.— return  of  defects. 

found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

1925- 


Defect  or  Disease. 


Malnutrition 

Uncleaniiness(see  table  iv  group  v) 

{Ringworm — Scalp 
Body 

Scabies 

Impetigo 

Other  Diseases  (non-Pulmonary) 
I Blepharitis  ... 

Conjunctivitis 
Eye  Keratitis 

J Corneal  Opacities 
Defective  Vision  (excl’g  Squint) 
Squint 

Other  conditions 

(Defective  Hearing 
< Otitis  Media 
(.Other  Ear  Diseases  ... 
/Enlarged  Tonsils  only 
J Adenoids  only 

] Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 
VOther  conditions 
Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tuberculaus 
Defective  Speech 

i Heart  Disease  Organic 
< Functional 

( Anaemia  ^.. 

Bronchitis 

Other  Non-Tuberculous  Diseases 
/Pulmonary — Definite  ... 

Suspected 

Non- Pulmonary — Glands 
Spine 

Hip  * 


Routine  I Specials. 
Inspections.  Inspections 


<L>  <u 

~V  S 


Ear 


Nose  and 
Throat 


H eart  and 
Circulation 


Lungs 


Tuber- 

culosis 


1 1 1 

5 


6 

132 

'4 


Other  Bones  & Joints 
Skin 

\ Other  forms 

1 Epilepsy 
Chorea 

( Other  conditions 
(Rickets 

■<  Spinal  Curvature 
(Other  forms... 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases 


Nervous 

System 

Deform- 

ities 


a 

-Is 

-Sag 

o -a  B 

bog  a 

3^0 

cr  <u  '+* 

>h  ja  T3 

O 9 


S c 


a. 

v +z 
M O 
C c 

■Sag 

O <-> 


cru'*' 
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Si  Z y 

S ^ w 

c t. 
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B. — Number  of  Individual  Children  found  at  routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  require  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases). 


Number  of  Children 

Percentage 
of  children 
found  to  re- 
quire treat- 
ment. 

4 

Group. 

1. 

Inspected. 

2 

Found  to 
require 
treatment 

3 

Code  Groups: 

Entrants  

697 

70 

10.54 

Intermediates 

527 

63 

11.95 

Leavers 

656 

78 

11.89 

Total  (code  groups) 

1880 

211 

11.29 

Other  routine  inspections... 

2 

2 

100.00 

TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  Treated  During  the  Year  Ended  31st  Dec. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 


Group  1. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleanliness,  for  which 

see  Group  5). 


Number  of  defects  treated  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year. 

Disease  or  Defects. 

1. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

2 

Otherwise 

3 

Total. 

4 

Sk'n: — 

Ringworm,  scalp  

34 

34 

Ringworm,  body  

38 

38 

Scabies  

18 

18 

Impetigo  

Other  skin  diseases 
Minor  Eye  Defect: — 

(External  and  other, 

22 

22 

but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  11). 

188 

188 

Minor  Ear  Defects  

Miscellaneous: — 

e.g.  minor  injuries, 
bruises,  sores,  chil- 
blains, &c.)  

31 

31 

883 

883 

Total 

1214 

1214 
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TABLE  IV. 

Group  11.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (Excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments,  Group  1). 


Number  of  defects  dealt  with 

Defect  or 

Disease. 

1. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

2 

Submitted 

to 

refraction 
by  private 
practitioner 
or  at  hos- 
pital apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

3 

ji.  Otherwise. 

en  Total 

Errors  of  Refraction  (Includ- 
ing Squint  (Operations  for 
Squint  should  be  recorded 
separately  in  the  body  of 

1 

the  report). 

Other  defect  or  Disease  of 
the  eyes  (excluding  those 
recorded  in  Group  1.). 

138 

18 

G6 

Total. 

138 

18 

— 

U6 

Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were 
prescribed: — 151 

(a)  Under  the  Authority's  Scheme  133 

(b)  Otherwise  18 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received 
spectacles : — 121 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  103 

(b)  Otherwise  18 

In  three  cases  glasses  were  refused. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Group  3. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects.  146. 

Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme  in 
Clinic  in 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital 
apart  from 
the 

Total. 

Received 
other  forms 
of 

Treatment. 

Total 

number 

treated. 

Hostpital. 

Authority’s 

Scheme. 

] 

2 

3 

4 

5 

No 

Scheme. 

35 

35 

5 

40 

Group  IV.  Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  conditions. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  or  department 

made  during  the  year  by  the  School  Nurse  24. 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  schools 

by  the  School  Nurse  12553. 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  813 

(iv)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made 

by  the  Local  Education  Authority  38. 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken : 


(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  Nil. 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  Nil 


Employment  of  Children  Act,  1903,  and  Education  Act,  1918 

During  the  year  34  certificates  were  granted  for  the  em- 
ployment of  scholars  under  the  above  Act. 

These  children  are  all  engaged  in  the  delivery  of  news 
papers. 

It  is  still  the  practice  of  some  prospective  employers  of 
children  to  allow  them  to  commence  work  before  receiving 
the  necessary  certificate  from  me  as  School  Medical  Officer. 
This,  of  course,  should  not  be. 
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Goitre. 


Seven  cases  of  goitre  or  enlarged  neck  have  been  observed 
among  the  children  examined  at  routine  inspections ; 4 girls 
and  2 boys  aged  twelve  years,  and  1 girl  aged  eight  years. 

The  Tables  asked  for  by  the  Board  of  Education  were 
forwarded  as  required  and  are  incorporated  in  this  report. 


Yours  faithfully, 


T.  RIDLEY  BAILEY,  M.D. 


April  3rd,  1926. 


